5X5 Emerging Defense Tech Pitch Competition – Applicant Eligibility
To be eligible for the 5X5 Emerging Defense Tech Pitch Competition, applicants must meet the following criteria:
· Be a Michigan-based business with operations located in the state of Michigan.
· Have a Minimum Viable Product (MVP) that has been developed and is ready for demonstration or customer validation.
· Be developing an innovative technology, product, or solution with applications in the defense, cybersecurity, dual-use, or related emerging technology sectors.
· Be an early-stage or growth-stage company seeking to accelerate commercialization and market adoption.
· Be available to pitch live at the GVSETS Trade Show on Wednesday, August 13, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at the VIBE Credit Union Showplace.
· Submit a completed application, including all required supporting materials, no later than 11:59 p.m. on August 3, 2026.
· If selected as a finalist, participate in any required coaching sessions, pitch reviews, or orientation meetings prior to the competition.
Evaluation Criteria
Applications and live presentations will be evaluated by a panel of investors and industry experts based on:
· Innovation and technical differentiation
· Defense and commercial market potential
· Business model and commercialization strategy
· Team capability and execution
· Quality and effectiveness of the pitch
· Potential economic impact and scalability within Michigan

